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John N. Friedman is the inaugural Vascellaro Family Dean of the Thomas J. Watson Jr. School
of International and Public Affairs at Brown University, a distinguished professor of economics,
and a former Special Assistant to the President for Economic Policy in the White House. He is a
founding co-director of Opportunity Insights, where his research uses big-data analysis to
examine inequality, education and economic mobility. His work has influenced public policy at
the highest levels and has been widely published and featured in top academic journals and
prominent media outlets such as The New York Times.



